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March 29, Spring Grad- 
uation Petitions due to 
registrar’s office 


March 29, NECC profes- 
sional day, no day classes 


March 30, 10:00 am to 
12:00 pm NECC Open 
House, campus wide 


April 1, Summer/Fall 
advising & registration 
begins 


April 5, Last day to with- 
draw from spring classes 


April 8, 12:15 pm to 1:00 
pm, President’s Running 
Club. 


April 11, 2:00-3:00pm 
Meet the candidates for 
Vice President of Insti- 
tutional Advancement, 
Brian Gardner, TC103 
&LA101 


April 23, 1:30-2:30pm 
Meet the candidates Vice 
President of Institutional 
Advancement, Allison 
Dolan-Wilson, TC103 
&LA101 


April 25, 1:30-2:30pm 
Meet the candidates for 
Vice President of Insti- 
tutional Advancement, 
Tracey Thompson, 
TC103 &LA101 
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College Life 


Serving up suggestions 


Photo by Brennan Cooney 


Members of Student Government offer free food after Lucky’s closes for the day in C Building 


lobby, on March 25. 


SGA wants later hours,lower prices at café 


By Bryce GRANT 


Correspondent 

Student Government Associ- 
ation (SGA) is actively trying to 
get the administration to extend 
the hours and lower the prices 
at Lucky’s Pizza on the Haver- 
hill campus, located in the Spurk 
Building. According to SGA 
President Matt Day, accomplish- 
ing this isn’t as easy as it seems. 

Day and his team have been 
working on this assignment since 
last fall. Lucky’s has climbed in 
business and is pretty popular, 
according to Day, but he says stu- 
dents noticed the short hours and 
high pricing right away. 

“The hours are a big problem” 
says Day. “One third of the stu- 
dents take night courses and miss 
a lot of activities and campus op- 
tions that happen daily.” The cur- 
rent hours at Lucky’s are Monday 
through Thursday 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
According to Day, SGA has heard 
testimonies from students who 
are parents, work full time, or 
have schedules that occupy their 
day and are getting an education 


by night. With Lucky’s closing at 
2 p.m., these students don’t have 
the same food options as those in 
the morning. SGA strives to rep- 
resent students of all aspects. 

Aside from the hours, SGA 
has received dozens of com- 
plaints about the high prices, says 
Day. Students have said the high- 
est priced items include muffins 
for $2.50, subs and sandwiches 
for $7, and pasta dishes for $7.50. 
Day mentions how SGA is made 
up of just that, students. They of- 
ten depend on campus foods and 
have realized the high cost of 
Lucky’s items, too. 

“The prices are too high, espe- 
cially for a community college. 
We’re depending on this food and 
when it’s breaking the bank, it’s 
bad.” Day explains how students 
who are on a budget or are on 
campus for long hours aren’t be- 
ing properly represented and sup- 
ported. When asked if his. team 
is requesting specific prices and 
hours, Day says “As long as stu- 
dents are represented, we’ll take 


what we can get.” 

Even though these seem like 
reasonable demands, there are 
still waters to tread when negoti- 
ating the details. 

“There’s two sides to every- 
thing, you can’t just lay down the 
hammer,” says Day. SGA has rec- 
ognized that extending the hours 
at Lucky’s might raise issues like 
longer shifts for the current staff, 
or hiring a new employee all to- 
gether. But Day proposes some 
ideas. Lucky’s could close at 2 
p-m. and reopen from 4 p.m. - 8 
p.m. for night students to have 
greater food options. As well, 
instead of hiring someone from 
the outside, employing students 
through a work study could be a 
giant opportunity, Day suggests. 

Lowering prices is a whole 
other ballgame. Day mentions 
how this is a first for him and his 
team. They must keep in mind 
Lucky’s is an outside company 
which is expected to bring in a 
certain amount of revenue, or 
money. 

Continued on page 9 


Wednesday, March 
27, 4 p.m., El-Hefni 
building, Lawrence (LC 
132) & Thursday, March 
28, 2 p.m. in Spurk 
building, Haverhill (C- 
101). NECC Back on 
Track. Discuss skills 
and strategies to help 
beat end-of-semester 
burnout and finish the 
year strong and confi- 
dent. Advance registra- 
tion appreciated. Work- 
shop by the Counseling 
Center, New Student 
Gateway, and Academic 
Advising Center. 


Tuesday, April 9, 
12:30 p.m., Northern 
Essex Community Col- 


speak at NECC. The 
event is free and open 
to the public, present- 
ed as part of the STEM 
Speaker Series. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St main 
Call 978,556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 
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Trump did not collude with Russia, media devastated 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


In the first hours since Rob- 
ert Muller submitted his report 
to his superiors, and advised 
against further indictments, the 
mainstream media went into a 
collective tailspin. Major outlets 
launched full-scale coverage to 
try and account for the fact that a 
two-year long investigation had 
turned up nothing connecting 
Russian influencing operations 
to President Trump or his cam- 


paign. 
Pundits like Rachel Maddow 
and George Stephanopoulos 


were visibly distraught as they 
reported that the Mueller probe 
had no evidence to back up the 
alleged connection between the 
President’s campaign and the 
Russian government. These and 
many other in the media turned 
to semantics and speculation to 
try and avoid ceding the Presi- 
dent and his supporters a major 
political victory. 

Don Lemon of CNN was in- 
sistent that despite the lack of 
conspiracy with Trump’s cam- 


paign, the Russians did interfere 
with the election, claiming they 
“spread disinformation on social 
media.” To that I say kettle, meet 
pot. 

In the same segment with Don 
Lemon, CNN White House cor- 
respondent Abby Phillip said “on 
the collusion point, you are right, 
the president is correct, the report 
was Clear, there was no collusion 
that was found between Russia 
and the Trump campaign, but on 
the obstruction point, it was ba- 
sically a lack of evidence... they 
are taking the lack of evidence 
as an exoneration of President 
Trump, that he is not going to be 
charged with this, that there is not 
sufficient. evidence to charge him 
with this... and that’s what we are 
gonna hear from Trump and his 
allies.” 

It is truly disturbing that the 
storm of investigations that has 
followed this administration 
since day one was founded upon 
a general principle of “he must 
have done something wrong, we 
just haven’t found it yet.” 

When there is a lack of evi- 
dence of wrongdoing, that nat- 
urally concludes exoneration. 
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Now the media that has whipped 
itself and a significant portion 
of its viewership into a near 
constant state of frenzy for two 
years, must swallow the bitter 
pill that even with the entirety of 
the intelligence community, even 
with breaches of the constitution, 
and carte blanche from an over- 
whelming majority of influential 
political actors, there is nothing 
tying Donald Trump to collusion 
or obstruction. 

Perhaps the greatest moment 
to highlight the media elite’s lack 
of self awareness was comedian 
Bill Maher saying “Did the Dem- 
ocrats put too much faith in the 
Mueller probe? Because I don’t 
need the Muller report to tell me 
he’s a traitor, I have a TV.” 

I can’t represent my point any 
better than that. The pundits and 
comedians of the major networks 
have been bouncing the same 
ideas in a closed system for all 
this time. Rarely do I imagine 
Maddow and Maher sit across 
from someone on the right, and 
Pll emphasize, on equal terms. 
The closest to discourse to be 
found on major news networks 
are infotainment bloodsports, 
these “panels” where heavily 
skewed arguments and shouting 
matches are had to boost ratings. 

In truth, I believe the Presi- 
dent’s campaign did not collude 
because, beyond the obvious 
moral and potential legal reper- 
cussions of such action, it wasn’t 
necessary. In the words of You- 
tube commentator Razorfist, 
“Trump’s greatest defense of his 


administration has been, and con- 
tinues to be, the media.” 

The politically biased and 
radically ideological old guard 
media cannot seem to go more 
than a few days without fumbling 
something so hard, the Tweet- 
er-in-chief looks like Socrates 
by comparison. Coupled with 
a still-platformless Democratic 
party working hard at fermenting 
civil war within its ranks, and a 
Silicon Valley so censor-happy 
they make the Ministry of Truth 
look like a libertarian party con- 
vention, the only thing President 
Trump is losing right now is the 
race to the bottom of political 
discourse, and not by a small 
margin. 

The prevailing line in the 
Democratic party at the moment 
is that the entirety of the report 
must be released. To this, I whole- 
heartedly agree. Mueller has stat- 
ed there is no evidence to warrant 
further investigation. That means 
that if the report is ever released 
in its entirety, which due to the 
scope: of the investigation is as- 
tronomically unlikely, the parti- 
san left will be free to pour over 
who knows how many pages and 
come back empty-handed, again. 

If I were to advise the Dem- 
ocratic party, rather than watch 
as they sabotage their own 2020 
chances even further, I would 
urge them emphatically to move 
on and start assembling a plat- 
form. There is no Trump-Rus- 
sian collusion, and continuing to 
hammer a two-year old and now 
debunked talking point is not a 


winning strategy. A reasonable 
economic plan and legislation to 
address the grievances and needs 
of American citizens, which were 
so erroneously overlooked and 
even actively scorned by the left 
in 2016. 

As for the media, if the past 
two and a half years have yielded 
a lesson, it is that modern main- 
stream journalism is a shallow 
parody of its former self. Across 
platform and political spectrum, 
once-reputable outlets have be- 
come merely tabloids, churning 
out at.best half-true stories for 
the sake of one agenda or anoth- 
er. 

From CNN claiming that it 
was illegal for non-journalist 
citizens to read the leaked Clin- 
ton emails, to the infamous and 
hilariously inaccurate election 
night polls of 2016, to the fake 
“cure for wellness” story from 
Fox News, to the Covington 
Kids: incident.- At best, these 
stories represent a serious lack 
of backup research and “fact 
checking,” a phrase which it- 
self has become politicized. At 
worst, the shortcomings of the 
media are deliberate breaches of 
journalistic principle for a politi- 
cal or social goal. 

A reckoning is falling upon 
these elements of our culture and 
society, and it is my honest and 
fervent hope that the total col- 
lapse of the Mueller probe and 
the collusion theory will force 
reform across the political and 
media environments. 
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NECC students gear up to say goodbye 


As they look forward to the Beis 


By ALEXIS FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 

Spring has sprung, the 
sun is shining, and students 
are preparing to graduate. 
With all the stress of fi- 
nals coming.up right after 
midterms, it can be hard 
for students to see the 
light at the end of the tun- 
nel, and for many North- 
ern Essex students, that 
light is not just summer. 
While some students con- 
tinue their journeys here 
at NECC, many will be 
saying goodbye to North- 
ern Essex all together and 
will start new adventures. 

Some students are excit- 
ed to leave like Commu- 
nication students Sophia 
Marcus and Arts and en- 
tertainment Editor Deidre 
Grant who are both grad- 
uating in summer 2019. 
Marcus has been at North- 
ern Essex for three years 
and ‘said she is “super ex- 
cited to get out and trans- 
fer schools. I’m transfer- 
ring to Salem State and 
I’m looking forward to a 
new scenery and a more 
social school since people 
live on campus and there 
are more events.” Grant 
said she feels “great about 
leaving Northern Essex, at 
first I had no clue what I 
was doing here but now I 
have discovered my pas- 
sion and I can’t wait to fur- 
ther on to Lasell College.” 

Graduating spring 
2019, student and psy- 
chology major Paoli Ro- 
driguez has been at NECC 
for two years, and while 
she too is happy to leave, 
she said she is also “ex- 
tremely grateful and hon- 
ored to be a 2019 graduate 
from NECC. I’ve come 


such a long way compared 
to where I was mental- 
ly and socially two years 
ago when I came here 
from a small high school. 
I’m genuinely so happy 
and shocked that I’m al- 
ready going to graduate, 
and how fast time goes 
by.”” Rodriguez continued 
by saying “I highly thank 
my mother and academ- 
ic coach for helping me 

stay on track wheney- 
er life gets in the way.” 
She plans on going to 
Merrimack College to 
obtain her bachelor’s de- 
gree in psychology and 
eventually her PhD in the 
hopes to one day work 
as a sports psychologist. 

While many © students 
look forward to leaving, 
some students, like Devin 
Quinney, a math major 
graduating in spring 2019, 
feel slightly apprehen- 
sive leaving all the great 
resources NECC has to 
offer saying, “I like the 
school a» lot’ because it 
has one of the best math 
departments in the area 
for community colleges. 
I am worried about leav- 
ing to a higher university 
because you might not get 
as much help. The teach- 
ers won’t be there as much 
for you, but I am looking 
forward to finishing my 
degree in higher univer- 
sity.” He plans on trans- 
ferring to Umass Lowell. 

Abbey Tannatt, general 
studies in liberal arts ma- 
jor graduating this spring, 
feels a multitude of emo- 
tions whenever she thinks 
about graduating saying, 
“it is really scary, excit- 
ing, and uplifting all at the 
same time. I am working 


Northern Essex students at commencment 2015. 


towards a positive future 
for myself and I can’t wait 
for the next part of the 
journey through my life. 
This can be sad however, 
because my time here at 
NECC has impacted me 
so much. I’ve changed and 
learned who I want to be 
in just my two years here, 
and I’m really sad to say 
goodbye.” She continues 
to thank her professors 
that have greatly impacted 
her career here at NECC 
saying, “Mike Cross made 
me enthusiastic about each 
science class I took, be- 
cause he really wanted you 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


to learn the material rather 
than memorize a few for- 
mulas and then forget it a 
week later. Professor Es- 
pinoza taught me how to 
appreciate science fiction 
in a completely different 
way, as well as making me 
believe in myself and my 

work.” She plans on 
attending the University 
of Vermont next fall, and 
then go to Trinity Col- 
lege in Ireland for her 
PhD shortly afterwards. 

NECC has become a 
part of all these students 
and has helped them 
learn, grow, and become 


- This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
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the 


successful students 
they need to be to take 
on whatever they choose 
after they graduate. For 
me, Northern Essex has 
brought me some of my 
dearest friends, greatest 
knowledge, and best men- 
tors. While I am sad to say 
goodbye to these people 
and experiences, I know 
that NECC has set me up 
with the tools I need to suc- 
ceed no matter where I go. 
As students graduate and 
new students enroll, the 
legacy Northern Essex has 
will live on throughout the 
life every graduate lives. 
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All women panel makes an impact at NECC 


By SaRAH REGAN-KELLEY 
News Editor 

The month of March cele- 
brates women all around the 
world. Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College hosted its own cel- 
ebration on Tuesday, March 5, 
2019 in the Tech Center. A panel 
of professional and inspiration- 
al women spoke to students and 
staff about their experiences and 
influences. The panel consisted 
of Mary Ellen Daly O’Brien, Bo- 
pha Malone, Juana Matias, and 
Tram Nguyen. O’Brien is a city 
councilor for Haverhill, who is 
also a registered nurse. Malone is 
the vice president for Enterprise 
Bank in Lowell, she also ran for 
Congress. Matias served in the 
Massachusetts House of Repre- 
sentatives from 2017-2019. She 
is also a lawyer and social work- 
er. Nguyen is currently a state 
representative. 

The theme for International 
Women’s Day 2019 is “Balance 
for Better.” It centers around 
women as change makers. Nguy- 
en says that she is able to balance 
herself by prioritizing what’s 
important. She makes time to go 
out into the community to hear 
what people have to say and what 
change they want to see. She be- 
lieves that we can, and need to, 
rely on others for support and 
resources. She said that support 
systems are important. 

Matias credits people who 
have kept her grounded as her 
way of finding balance. She also 
says that it’s important to know 
when to say no. 

Malone says that it can be 
tough at times to switch roles. It 
can be difficult at times for her to 
switch from her work role to her 
family role. “It’s okay if things 


aren’t totally balanced though. 
I’m not perfect. It’s a learning 
process [to find that balance], I’m 
not there yet!” 

O’Brien said when she went 
into her role in the government, 
she had already found her bal- 
ance. She was able to find the 
balance between work and her 
family. “Vacations are import- 
ant!” she said. Taking weekends 
off from work and dedicate that 
time to her family helped her 


find the balance. She said that at — 


times, it was difficult maintaining 
relationships. But she was able to 
find the balance she needed. 
Each woman spoke clearly 
and directly. Their stories rang 
through the room with purpose. 
Each of their stories were power- 
ful in their own way. Nguyen was 
a Vietnam refugee who started 
with almost nothing. She came 
to United States when she was 
young with her family as politi- 
cal refugees. She became the first 
member of her family to attend 
college. She advocates for wom- 
en and believes in helping each 
other. “We should value and cel- 
ebrate our difference. Our stories 
are interwoven,” she said. She 
believes that she can best repre- 
sent the people because she lis- 
tens to them and hears what they 
have to say. She believes that she 
can create an “environment that 
is inclusive and welcoming.” 
Matias believes strongly in 
advocating for people. She has 
dedicated her life to public ser- 
vice because she didn’t want to 
“sit on the sidelines.” She expe- 
rienced backlash for running for 
the House of Representatives. A 
lot of people told her not to. But 
she won and became one of the 
first Latinas in the statehouse, she 


Power to the women 
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From left to right: NECC President Lane Glenn, Mary Ellen Daly O’Brien, Juana Matias, 
Bopha Malone, and Tram Nguyen spoke at the International Women’s Day panel at NECC 


on March 5 


says. She wanted to make a dif- 
ference in other women’s lives. 
“As a woman, we question our- 
selves. We need to be more cou- 
rageous, nobody is ever going to 
hand you a seat at the table. Take 
the risk!” she said. 

Malone is passionate about 
helping other women. 

She is a Cambodian refugee 
and has made it her goal to help 
people get into the homes they 
need. She is a part of leadership 
initiatives and believes in com- 


munity connections. She believes 
that people can make a difference 
no matter what their passion is. 
She says that she is encouraged 
to speak because she knows that 
others will listen. Malone’ finds 
it amazing that so many people 
around her have supported her 
through running for Congress. “I 
am proud that we as women have 
come a long way!” she said en- 
thusiastically. 

O’Brien is a big advocate for 
the community. By the age of 24, 


Tax season rapidly approaches 


NECC alum helps students review their income taxes 


By Eric FREDERIC 
Correspondent 


With the deadline for Amer- 
icans to file their annual income 
taxes approaching, NECC pro- 
vided a professional review of 
students’ personal income tax 
returns, at no charge, on Free In- 
come Tax Prep Day, held in room 
113 of the Science building on 
Tuesday, March 13. 

Accounting professional Pau- 
la Moore, an NECC alum, headed 
the event, and spent the day help- 
ing students get their paperwork 
in order, and filing their returns. 
“] like seeing students’ faces light 
up when I tell them the amount 
of the refund they’re getting,” she 


said. 

Most of the students who at- 
tended the event had complex 
tax situations that called for more 
than a simple e-File. 

Those with IRAs, market in- 
vestments, and even some with 
business holdings turned to 
Moore to navigate new and com- 
plex changes in the tax code, the 
2018 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

The legislation is the largest 
and most sweeping tax reform 
bill in over 30 years, and means 
lower individual and jointly-filed 
rates for all income brackets. In 
addition to new percentages, 


standard deductions have in- 
creased twofold for all taxpayers, 
and the Child Tax Credit has been 
increased slightly. 

With the changes, some Amer- 
icans will have more money to 
save or spend, and far fewer peo- 
ple will have to itemize their de- 
ductions. But not only those with 
simple returns filing with paper 
forms through the mail, typically 
older Americans, should be con- 
cerned about these changes, as 
the new forms to file have even 
some seasoned accountants puz- 
zled. 

Although the Tax Cuts and 


Jobs Act will bring stress and 
aggravation to some taxpayers 
come April 15, a large majority of 
NECC students will not be affect- 
ed by it. NECC computer science 
major Brian Hartford said that al- 
though he was aware the tax prep 
event was taking place, he had 
already elected to file his taxes 
electronically. “It’s just so much 
easier now with the software,” he 
said, referring to the self-serve 
tax prep site TurboTax, because 
the new rates and reductions are 
already baked into it. 

Hartford received an addition- 
al deduction for being a student 


she was elected by the hospital 
she was working in to become 
one of the chair members. She 
credits her dad for giving her 
some of the tools she needed to 
succeed. “He told me to ‘Make 
your point, support your point, 
then stop talking.’ Talking down 
to people is unnecessary. I am 
someone who learned to use her 
voice. Challenge yourself. Be- 
lieving in yourself is why people 
will believe in you,” she said. 


and plans to put his IRS refund 
toward his tuition. 

Some students, like NECC 
general studies major Alfonso 
Amador, call upon resources 
more familiar to them for ac- 
counting help. “Man, I just have 
my mom in Florida do them,” he 
said. Amador expects a refund, 
and plans to use it to pay off some 
credit card debt, in order to im- 
prove his financial profile. 

He said next year he will file 
his taxes himself, which he sees 
as arite of passage. “Gotta’ grow 
up some time,” he said. 
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Talking Security 


Director of Public Safety seeks feedback | 


By Sopn1a Marcus 


Correspondent 

Public safety has been a topic of 
interest for Northern Essex students 
and faculty for a long time. There 
have been many events in schools 
across the country that increase the 
fear and concern on campus. At 
Northern Essex specifically, ques- 
tions have come up such as “Is three 
security guards enough?” or “What 
do the security guards even do?” and 
the NECC community wants answers. 

NECC has three security guards 
during the day and three at night. 
Their jobs include locking doors, 
tracking down stolen items,and be- 
ing the eyes and ears of the school, to 
name a few. They have no weapons 
nor are they allowed to touch students 
for any reason. Some schools have 
an armed police officer on campus in 
case of emergencies, Northern Essex 
does not. 

Northern Essex recently hired 
Director of Public Safety Deborah 
Crafts, who is looking to improve 
public safety on campus. Crafts is 
open to all faculty and staff, and can 
be reached at dcrafts@necc.mass.edu. 
She has years of experience in law 
enforcement, and she is very dedicat- 
ed to “improve public safety here a 
Northern Essex by implementing cur- 
rent best practice for safety on college 
campuses.” 

Crafts had a lot to say on the mat- 


ter when asked what she wanted the 
Northern Essex public to know in re- 
gards to public safety. “Public Safety 
needs to move from a more reactive 
model to a proactive model,” she 
said. “Security on college campuses 
used to mean simply locking doors, 
jumpstarting cars, and - patrolling 
buildings for hazards such as water 
leaks or broken stairs. In today’s so- 
ciety the expectations of campus pub- 
lic safety are much, much broader to 
include law enforcement, emergency 
planning, technology, compliance, 
and community policing to name a 
few. This translates to handling calls 
for service such as hostile intruders, 
individuals with mental illness, plan- 
ning for large scale disasters such as 
kitchen fires, science lab explosions, 
hurricanes or gas leaks. Public Safety 
also needs to be tech savvy so we can 
handle the different types of software 
required for our job such as alarms 
systems, camera technology, or re- 
cords required to be accurate by law.” 

Many students here at NECC say 
they want the public safety systems in 
place to be revamped and taken more 
seriously. Now that NECC has a Di- 
rector of Public Safety, students and 
faculty can look for and discuss the 
changes they want to see. If a student 
or faculty member have any issues 
regarding public safety, they are en- 
couraged to speak up and reach out to 
Deborah Crafts. 


FINISH WHAT 


YOU STARTED! 


Students readying for 


§ 


eechapalooza’ 


Public Relations class puts on annual event 


By Patricia GOSSELIN 


Correspondent 

Public relations students 
are gearing up for the fifth 
annual Speechapalooza on 
April 23rd, in Lecture Hall 
A. It’s a student-run public 
speaking event that is truly 
an exercise in free speech 
says Professor Amy Calla- 
han. She doesn’t screen the 
speeches beforehand, but 
she says her students are 
free to run ideas by her. The 
students are encouraged to 
use this outlet to speak about 
what they like and what 
they are passionate about. 

“T wanted to do Speecha- 
palooza because my _ stu- 
dents were doing such 
great work, I wanted more 
people to hear what they 
had to say” said Callah- 
an. Organizing the event 
is mandatory for Callah- 
an’s public relations class, 
but she attests that it has a 
“party atmosphere” because 
it’s run by students. “It can 
be very powerful, students’ 
topics can cover things like 
politics, climate change, 
even abuse” said Callahan. 

Deidre Grant was the 
event’s audience-chosen 
winner last year, going home 


with a $25 Visa gift card for 
her winning Tweet.. Grant, 
also known as “Deidre Dar- 
ling,” on YouTube, gave a 
speech about her channel 
at Speechapalooza. Her 
channel focuses on beauty 
and fashion, but she want- 
ed to give an inside look at 
some of the intricacies of 
having your own channel. 
She talked about “stuff be- 
hind-the-scenes and even 
how I was _ unmotivated 
sometimes” said Grant. 

She didn’t prepare that 
much but Grant says talking 
about something you’re pas- 
sionate about makes it much 
easier to get up in front of 
a crowd. Grant said she 
felt like she could be com- 
fortable because she was at 
NECC with her peers, there 
were even some laughs. 

Grant talked about the 
challenges when faced with 
group projects; the whole 
class participated in the co- 
ordination of Speechapaloo- 
za, and made decisions as a 
group. Grant said the event 
gives good experience in 
public speaking and in event 
planning. Grant encourages 
all students to go even if 
they don’t want to speak, 
just to watch. “There’s raf- 


fles, free pizza, a Tweet 
contest, it’s a good, coor- 
dinated event that makes 
people want to be involved 
with NECC” said Grant. 

Alexis Fontaine plans to 
give a motivational speech 
at this year’s Speechapaloo- 
za. “I’ve overcome a lot in 
my life, I want to share how 
I’ve gotten through that and 
continue to live positively” 
said Fontaine. She’s not shy 
about sharing her personal 
story, especially, she says, if 
hearing her speech will help 
someone else going through 
something. “Life is not 
about comparing our trag- 
ic [experiences] but about 
how we overcome them and 
move on” says Fontaine. 

For those who aren’t 
natural extroverts like Fon- 
taine, she gives advice in 
the form of a visualization 
trick. No, she doesn’t “pic- 
ture the audience naked, 
that’s weird” says Fontaine. 
She says to visualize the 
person you want to be in 
the future and imagine them 
succeeding and then make 
that person a reality today. 
In tough situations she says, 
“T ask myself what the girl 
I want to be would do”. 


NECC to host American 
Political Items Collectors 
spring show 


The American Political Items 


paign memorabilia is one of 


Transfer Information Session Dates: 
Wednesday, April 24, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, May 22, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 


588 Longmeadow Street 
Longmeadow, MA 01001 


413.565.1331 
transfer@baypath.edu 


“Sp 


BAYPATH.EDU 


Collectors or APIC will be hold- 
ing their spring show on Saturday, 
April 6th from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. in 
Room 103 of the Hartleb Tech- 
nology Center at Northern Essex. 
Students with a Northern Es- 
sex I.D. pay no admission fee. 
APIC, founded in 1945, is a group 

of hundreds of men and women of all 
ages and backgrounds who are dedi- 
cated to the preservation of political 
campaign memorabilia at the local, 
state, national and international levels. 
The New England chapter holds 

a show three times a year (fall, win- 
ter and spring) in the Tech Center 
at Northern Essex with typically 
around a dozen dealers buying, sell- 
ing and trading campaign items. 
Collecting political cam- 


those hobbies that fits all budgets. 
A beginner can start a collec- 
tion very inexpensively and then 
build up from there if desired. 
On the Northern Essex campus, 
Rich Padova from the Global Stud- 
ies Department has been collecting 
political campaign memorabilia since 
the 1970’s. Most of his items are 
from presidential campaigns (1852 
to 2016), but he also has some local 
and state items as well as some in- 
ternational campaign items collected 
during his travels with his wife Lori. 
Students who may be inter- 

ested in starting a collection are 
encouraged to stop by and talk 
with Rich Padova in C314Q and/ 
or attend the upcoming APIC 
show at Northern Essex on April 6. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 
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If its free it’s for me 


Students get free admission into the Museum of Fine Arts 


By Demwre GRANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Museum of Fine Arts 
has hosted a series of af- 
ter hour parties, called “Late 
Nite” to showcase artwork be- 
fore opening to the public. 

These parties are open to ev- 
eryone especially college stu- 
dents. This event went from 
March 15 to 16 from 8:00 pm 
— 2:00 am showcasing their first 
“Gender Bender” fashion show. 

You could also partake in pop- 
up performances while enjoying 
live music and festive cocktail 
and more to celebrate art. Ad- 
vanced tickets were sold out so 
it became the first come first 
serve at the door. Once entered 
into the event there were many 
events you could participate in. 
Each hour there were different 
shows you could participate or 
view, even a taste testing sec- 
tion. For 21+ cocktails and spe- 
cialty drinks were served, there 
is even a lounge to either relax 
or to bust a move on the dance 
floor. This popular event was in- 
troduced in October 2017 and has 
become a seasonal event since it 
has been so popular that almost 
every series has been sold out. 

The next Late Nite Show 
will be hosted in May 2019. 
These series help students, art- 
ists, and locals to really ap- 
preciate art and what the MFA 
has to offer Boston through 
it’s wide variety of activities. 

“Tt’s helping people appreciate 
what could be lost,” said Anthony 
Cruz, a criminal justice student. 

Although NECC _ students 
don’t have free access to the 
after hour party they can en- 
joy free art during opening 
hours with a valid student ID. 

Bentley Library on the Haver- 
hill campus gives out free passes 
to the MFA to students that want 
to enjoy art. Susan Leonard is 
one of the many librarians that 
can help you to get free passes. 

Leonard has been with the 
Haverhill campus since 2016 but 


first started out in Lawrence in 
2012. She explains that the MFA 
wanted to reach out to commu- 
nity colleges and get them more 
involved and one way was getting 
free admission to the MFA. NECC 
partners with the Pozen Com- 
munity College Access Program 
which gives students the oppor- 
tunity to visit the MFA for free. 
NECC is one of the 15 communi- 
ty colleges in the state of Massa- 
chusettes that partners with them. 

NECC also wants to help stu- 
dents get. creative and become 
more involved, getting free ad- 
mission to the MFA is one way 
students are able. to enjoy their 
time bu also have the opportu- 
nity for growth and learning. 

“We inform students about 
the free admission in all of the 
information literacy classes, as 
well as posting flyers around 
the campus” explained Leonard. 

“Exploring Boston can be ex- 
pensive getting free admission to 
the MFA is a great way to spend 
your time,” said Rajiv Sarin an 
NECC alumni. The MFA features 
a wide range of exhibit halls to 
go through from America, Eu- 
rope, Asia, and contemporary art. 

Each gallery presents a visu- 
al and engaging platform for art. 

Not only does the museum just 
present art but it gives you a se- 
lection of dining halls as well for 
when you are hungry between fine 
dining and family-friendly dining. 

Sarin is excited to see the 
Frida Kahlo exhibit especial- 
ly now that he knows about the 
free admission to the exhibit. 

Many students have ex- 
plained they would go to 
the MFA frequently know- 
ing about the free admission. 

“IT would go every weekend,” 
says student Victoria Gladstone. 

Gladstone enjoys the ancient 
Greek exhibit due to its history 
and all of the stories behind it. 

Cruz also enjoys the ancient 
Greek exhibit as well; he views 


lunch at the New American Cafe 


A statue at the MFA 


the exhibit on its various cul- 
tural aspect. Not only can stu- 
dents get free admission into 
the MFA they are also eligible 
for a discount purchase made 
at the MFA shop and more. 

Schools supplying __dis- 
counts or being able to give 
free admission to anywhere 
is one way for students to be 
able to out and do something 
they wouldn’t normally do. 

Many students don’t have the 
money to spend on entry fees 
so having that type of stress is a 
great way to get students more in- 
volved and encourages them to be 
active and learn new information. 

Attending educational but 
interesting exhibits is a way 
for students to learn outside 
of the classroom while having 


Photo by Deidre Grant 


fun at the same time, it also ex- 
pands our cultural backgrounds. 

Although NECC hasn’t had 
the opportunity to give out admis- 
sion to other attractions they are 
hoping to work on that. “If you 
check in with your public library 
they are able to give free ad- 
mission or discounted tickets to 
other attractions,” said Leonard. 

For example, the Amesbury 
public library has offered more 
than free tickets to the MFA, 
they also have discounted tick- 
ets on the New England Aquar- 
ium and Museum of Science. 

Although NECC provides 
free admission to the MFA, one 
problem Leonard notices for stu- 
dents is finding transportation. 

The best way to get into 
Boston is through the train but 


Photo by Deirdre Grant 


discounted tickets for park- 
ing at the MFA is-a possible 
option and sometimes duffer- 
ent classes or clubs at NECC 
plan field trips to the museum. 

NECC professors took a 
group of students to the MFA 
on March 8 with free bus trans- 
portation provided and _ the 
PACE program: also brought 
a group there on March 19. 

(For related story see page 8.) 

Visiting the MFA is one 
of many museums _ students 
should have the opportunity 
to see especially if they don’t 
go to many museums or often. 

Cruz says “ No time peri- 
od or culture is the same or 
has the same style, which is 
what it makes it truly unique.” 


Photo by Deidre Grant 


Hallway of paintings at the MFA. 
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Gaming with the Government 


Student Government connects with community through video games 


() Observer.necc.mass. [4 @theneccobserver 


Photo by NECC SGA Facebook Page 
A publicity photo shared on NECC’s Sutdent Government Associa- 
tion Facebook page advertising Gaming with the Government 


Photo from Facebook 


SGA President Matthew Day and founder of Gaming with 
the Government 


MERON GAIT ee cat ayy Sees sk ae 


“The idea of combining video games and student 
advocacy has been a great accomplishment. I be- 
lieve that it is a better way for SGA to interact and 
advocate for the students of NECC.” 
- Matthew Day, SGA President 
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By AARON LEHNER 
Campus Life Editor 


The Student Government Association (SGA) holds 
‘Gaming with the Government’ from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. every Wednesday in the Student Success Center 
(SC213). 

Students and faculty are invited to join the student 
government in a variety of different video games. 

SGA President Matthew Day, Architecture and En- 
gineering major, says that the idea of having a video 
game club on campus had been in his head for a while 
before GG was launched. 

“We had a projector screen to host [government] 
meetings, but we realized quickly the room was too 
small to hold our members in. One day we were re- 
organizing the room and stumbled upon the projector 
and I thought that we should keep it. I then thought 
to myself, ‘Why not hook up my Xbox or Switch?’ 
so I bought a VGA and HDMI cable and they both 
worked,” says Day. 

Soon this began to attract students from outside the 
SGA room. 

They were able to see him and other members play- 
ing whatever video game Day had brought through the 
window, and he realized the potential this could have 
for SGA and the rest of the student body. 

“The idea of combining video games and student 
advocacy has been a great accomplishment. I believe 
that it is a better way for SGA to interact and advocate 
for the students of NECC,” says Day. 


Photo by Aaron Lehner 


A group of students compete against each other in Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate in SGA room (SC213) 


According to the NECC website, the Student Gov- 
ernment helps identify and address student concerns 
and brings them up to the appropriate senior adminis- 
trators as necessary. 

Being a part of SGA help to build leadership and 
communication skills, but most importantly to build a 
strong community. 

Sofia Fedele, Mathematics and Education major, 
was inspired to try and join SGA after attending GG. 
“I’m not much of a gamer but I’m having lots of fun. 
It’s a great, inclusive environment,” says Fedele. 

The most popular game in GG by far is Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate for the Nintendo Switch. 

The fifth installment to the SSB franchise, players 
can_compete with one another using a variety of char- 
acters from different Nintendo games and battle one 
another in a large arena. With Ultimate, up to eight 
players can compete at the same time and also engage 
in online battles. 

“T thank Ricardo Rivera for helping us get connect- 
ed online so that we could expand ourselves and play 
online,” says Day. 

In the past the student government has played Ma- 
rio Kart, the Halo collection, Call of Duty, and more. 
Day encourages students to bring in their own games 
to play. 

“T want to play games that others want to. They are 
more than welcome to bring and share whatever they 


want because in essence, it is about them.” says Day. 
Some games that he would like to play in the future are 
Quiplash, Cards Against Humanity, and Uno. 

Students that have attended GG also gave their in- 
put for other games that they could play. 

Garrett Henningson suggested Uncharted, Just 
Cause 3, and Grand Theft Auto. 

Troy D’Angelo- Lombari suggested more card 
games such as Cardfight Vanguard, with others back- 
ing up this suggestion with Yugioh or Magic: The 
Gathering. 

With the increasing popularity of online gaming, 
NECC has gone through an official funding process to 
start including E-Sports into campus life. This would 
allow gaming students to play more competitively with 
each other, and possibly with other schools. “E-Sports 
is affordable to the college, and also a great way to 
attract incoming students. But I would like to keep GG 
for a more casual gaming environment,” says Day. 

Along with playing more games, Day hopes to ex- 
pand GG by hosting in different areas of the NECC 
campus so that they are not confined to just within the 
SGA headquarters; the Sports and Fitness Building for 
example. “The only problem would be the limitation 
of materials like getting a TV, controllers, consoles, 
etc. because I mostly bring in my own stuff. But I do 
believe that it is possible. SGA is all about creating a 
community after all,” says Day. 
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PACE program takes on the MFA 


PACE students attend field trip to the MFA over spring break 


By MaARIELLA MENDEZ 


Features Editor 


The NECC PACE pro- 
gram welcomed PACE stu- 
dents to a week’s worth of free 
activities over spring break. 

With the help of PACE’s 
Transfer Adviser Jessica Rock- 
er, PACE students were able to 
attend the Museum of Fine Arts 
on Tuesday over spring break. 

The MFA has _ introduced 
many new exhibits over the past 
few weeks which our students 
had the opportunity to go see. 

Rocker is the person be- 
hind all of PACE’s events since 
she began in August of 2017. 

The PACE program offers field 
trips throughout the semester. 


of PACE students. to the MFA 
back in 2017 and many stu- 
dents requested to return. 

NECC offered _ transporta- 
tion to Boston and the program 
provided them with lunch. 

Upon arriving to the muse- 
um the students were split into 
two groups and were given an 
hour tour around the museum. 

After the tour they were 
free to go about on their 
own to explore the museum. 

Rocker expressed interest in 
planning that trip in the future and 
said, “I think it went really well, 
I think that the students liked 
what the tour guide had to say.” 


students and is eager to at- 
tend again. (For related story 
about free passes, see Page 6.) 

Student Shayra Castillo, 
19, Biology major also attend- 
ed the field trip shared that it 
was her first time going to the 
museum. She said, “I really 
liked it, it was really different.” 

Castillo was happy with the 
organization of the trip and said 
she would definitely attend again. 
She shared that her favorite part 
was the Frida Kahlo exhibit. 

I’ve managed to get a sneak 
peak of the new Gender Bend- 
ing Fashion exhibit before it was 
made available to the public. 


Rocker says, “our Student Soleidi Aragones, The exhibit officially opened on 
field trips could be ei- 19, Criminal Justice major, at- March 21 and NECC students 
ther cultural or academic.” tended the trip and shared that can gosee it for free with their ID 


The program makes sure to 
incorporate field trips during 
spring break because students 
are out of class and are more 
likely to be able to attend. 

Rocker had taken a group 


it was her first time going to 
the MFA. She said, “I really 
liked the experience! I had nev- 
er been to a museum so big.” 

Aragones wasn’t aware that 
the museum is free to NECC 


yore 


i Photo courtesy of PACE 
Students in the South African Art, Fashion, and Identity exhibit 


until August 25 when it closes. 

Northern Essex has an 
agreement with the museum 
of fine arts which allows stu- 
dents to attend for free as well 
as have access to request a tour. 


E Photo courtesy of PACE 
PACE students gather for a picture at the MFA 


Photo courtesy of PACE 


Students look at different paintings in the exhibit. 


p Photo by Mariella Mendez Photo courtesy of Soleidi Aragones Photo by Mariella Mendez 
Design from the Gender Bending exhibit Student Soleidi Aragones posed in front of Design by Alessandro Trincone in the 
painting. Gender Bending exhibit. 
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MBTA to hike fares 


NECC students weigh in on pricy fares 


By KATHERINE HAILSON 


Correspondent 
The Massachusetts Bay . 
Transportation Authority 


(MBTA) has recently proposed 
a fare increase by an average of 
6.3% by July 1, 2019. The state 
allows the MBTA to increase 
fares every two years by a max 
of 7%. The MBTA has stated 
that a fare increase “is neces- 
sary for the Authority to contin- 
ue making system investments 
to improve service.” However, 
many state representatives have 
spoken out against the proposed 
6.3% hike. 

Haverhill State Rep. Andy 
Vargas stated via Facebook, “ In 
2012, the monthly commuter rail 
pass from Haverhill to Boston 
was $291/month. The proposed 
fare hike would bring the month- 
ly rate to $360/month. Average 
wages are not increasing as fast 
and neither is the speed of the 
commuter rail.” 

Since the fare hike in 2016, 
monthly commuter rail passes 
ranged from $74.50- $388.25. If 
the proposed fare increase pass- 
es, monthly passes will range 
from $90.00- $406.00. 

Currently, a monthly commut- 
er pass from Haverhill to North 


Station in Bos- 

ton is $326.50. 

A monthly pass 
from Lawrence to Boston is cur- 
rently $308. The MBTA does of- 
fer student discounts, but not for 
college students. Only middle 
school and high school students 
are eligible. 

According to State House 
News Service, MBTA General 
Manager Steve Poftak defends 
the proposed increase saying, 
“Fare hikes are an unpleasant 
bit of this business, but they are 
an important part of the MBTA’s 
funding stream.” 

However, Boston City Coun- 
cil Woman Michelle Wu has a 
different idea entirely, stating 
via Twitter that, “We should take 
every step to move towards fare- 
free transit, not increase burden 
on those who can -least afford 
it & who do the most to reduce 
traffic/help air quality.” 

NECC student Sarah Re- 
gan-Kelley said she was un- 
aware of the current prices for a 
monthly MBTA pass. She stated, 
“T think it should be less expen- 
sive.” When informed of the 
MBTA’s position on the matter, 
Regan-Kelley said, “I feel like 
they should find money else- 


where because some people need 
to get into Boston for their jobs. 
If they keep raising the prices 
then it’s going to become less 
accessible to people that need 
this mode of transportation.” 
Although Regan- Kelley does 
think the prices should be low- 
er, she did not agree with Boston 
City Council Woman Michelle 
Wu and her view that we should 
move towards fare-free transit. 
Second semester student Al- 
yssa DiTomaso, says she never 
uses the MBTA as a mode of 
transportation she says, “I have 
friends that go to school in Bos- 
ton and I knew it’s really conve- 
nient for them, a lot easier than 
driving into Boston. I think right 
know it is a hefty price and i 
think an increase is absurd, espe- 
cially considering a lot of these 
people are college students or 
people just going in for work. 
DiTomaso said she agrees with 
Wu’s argument of fare- free 
transit saying that, “Making it 
free would make so much more 
sense because a lot of these peo- 
ple have to go into the city.” 
However, she does point out that 
she understands the downside of 
making it free as well, such as 
keeping up with maintenance. 


Lucky’s continued 
from Page 1 


According to Day, SGA is 
currently talking to faculty and 
tadministrators who are knowl- 
edgeable on this cause and can 
be an authoritative figures in the 
matter. They’re also surveying 
students and staff through their 
Collective Voices Campaign. The 
campaign became active this past 
year and helps SGA stay further 
connected to what students are 
saying on campus. 

They also use a survey site to 
create their own questionnaires 
on topics to find out just what 
students want. In the case of 
Lucky’s, Day says “We already 
have 50 plus responses... in a 
good way (they are) explicit, rea- 
sonable and detailed”. 

According to Day, they doc- 
ument all feedback from talking 
with students one-on-one and 
through the Collective Voices 
Campaign. Presenting their data 
further proves their point to ad- 
ministration. 

However, Day is seeing the 
difficulties when working with 
an outside company as opposed 
to just NECC. Back in the fall, 
replacing the Knight mascot was 
a rather easy task, according to 
Day. “It was universally agreed 
upon. The old mascot was ugly 


as hell, scary and decades old,” 
he jokes. Trying to change regu- 
lations at Lucky’s is a little dif- 
ferent. 

“There are contracts and poli- 
cies, and the more detailed it gets, 
the more I’m learning about the 
business side of things” says Day. 

SGA has met with Mike Mc- 
Carthy, vice president of adminis- 
tration and finance, and presented 
their proposal on Lucky’s. Ac- 
cording to Day, those meetings 
have been positive. 

SGA is often taken for grant- 
ed. Their job is to push for reform 
and opportunities on behalf of 
the students on school campuses. 
They have the power, and right, 
to do so. 

The biggest challenge this stu- 
dent government is continuously 
facing is reaching out to students 
and gaining support to strengthen 
their movements. “It’s a lot hard- 
er than it seems,” says Day. 

He leaves us with one lasting 
plea, that students should partici- 
pate more and express their con- 
cerns and needs. “Every student 
has a voice, and if we don’t hear 
that voice, we can’t properly ad- 
vocate for you.” 
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Athlectic Hall of Fame now in existence 


NECC Inaugural Hall of fame induction first of many to come 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 


Sports Editor 


NECC had its 
first hall of fame in- 
duction on Thrusday 
February 28th. The 
inductees were the 
1970-71 men’s bas- 
ketball team and for- 
mer track and field 
star Noelia Figuereo. 

Figuereo was a 
two-time Nation- 
al Juinor College 
National champion 
while at Northern 
Essex; in first the 200 
meter in 2010, and 
then the 100 meter in 
2011. 

After her success- 
ful career at NECC 
she transferred to 
Merimack, = where 
she continued to run 
track and ultimatey 
earned a master’s in 
education, according 
to Emie Greensdale 


March 


Tue. 26 


Prig29 


Sun. 31 at Great Bay CC 


April 


in NECC public re- 
lations. 


The 1970-71 
men’s basketball 
team completed 


the season with a 
21-6 record, along 
with being crowned 
the Massachusetts 
Community College 
champions as well 
as the Eastern Mas- 
sachusetts Small 
College Conference 
Championship, ac- 
cording to the NECC 
Knights athlectic 
page. 

It was a_ spe- 
cial moment for the 
team, who were able 
to unite after over 45 
years of last playing 
together. 

This may not be 
the last NECC hall 
of fame induction 


for one of the mem- 
bers of this storied 
team. Joe Tardiff, the 
current head coach 
of the NECC men’s 
basketball tea, was 
also a member of 
1970-71 team. 

There’s a good 
chance that Tardiff 
becomes NECC’s 
first double inductee, 
as both a member of 
this team and also for 
the coaching career 
he is currently em- 
barked on. 

This was NECC’s 
first Hall of Fame in- 
duction, an event that 
they plan on repeat- 
ing every year. They 
will go forward with 
an open noimination 
process, according 
to. athlectic director 
Dan Blair. 


Photo courtesy NECC Athletics 


Photo courtesy NECC Athletics 


Dan Blair Dan Blair 


Knights Baseball Schedule 


at Community College of Rhode Island * / 


at Eastern CT State (JV) 


3:30 PM 


5:00 PM 


12:00 PM 


Tue.2 at Bunker Hill Community College 3:30 PM 
Wed. 3 at Southern Maine CC 3:30 PM 
Fri.5 at Bunker Hill Gorsenrinity College 3:00 PM 
Tue.9 Holyoke Community College 7:00 PM 
Thu. 11 at Massasoit Community College : 3:30 PM 


Sat. 13 


Community College of Rhode Island 


/ ; } 


2:30 PM/5:00 PM (DH) 
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Richardson hoping for another Nationals 
Track and Field athlete placed 6th in high jump last year —- 


By Oturvia MULLINS 
Correspondent 


Katelyn Richardson, a 
23-year-old from Wilmington, 
Massachusetts, is at NECC for 
her certificate in American Sign 
Language interpretation. __ 

She is part of the track and 
field program at Northern Essex 
is hoping to head back to the NJ- 
CAA Division 3 national compe- 
tition in Utica, New York on Sat- 
urday, May 11, 2019. 

Richardson has had experi- 
ence in competing in college ath- 
letics before joining the Knights. 

She went to James Madison 
University located in Harrison- 
burg, Virginia and competed in 
both the cross country and track 
club teams. 

She got her bachelor’s from 
JMU in sports medicine and also 
minored in biology. 

Last year, Richardson broke 
the school record for the women’s 
high jump with the height of 4’7 
¥%”° and is hoping to set an even 
better record for the same event. 

Richardson started her run- 


ning career in the seventh-grade 
due to the influence of her middle 
school gym teacher, Mr.Meack- 
er. “I did my first track meet in 
seventh grade because of my gym 
teacher,” Richardson stated, - 

“He had high jump in his gym 
classes and he thought I would be 
good at it.” She also met someone 
who inspired her to keep going. 
“Dick Fosbury is the man who 
revolutionized high jump and 
who I was coached by in the sum- 
mer at his camp and I coached 
with him over the summers.” 

Richardson worked with a fa- 
mous person in the track and field 
world. Would you also be star 
struck to work with someone who 
is considered a celebrity in the 
world of your favorite sport? 

At last year’s national com- 
petition, Richardson came in 
sixth place for the high jump and 
claimed an All-American title for 
placing in the top eight. 

She is hoping to go back the 
second year in a row for the same 
event and place even higher. 


“T expect to go back to Na- 
tionals again,” Richardson says, 
“I was worried that I wouldn’t 
be able to jump again because of 
my back injury I got in July 2018. 
I’m hoping to jump five feet. I’m 
excited to be with this team as 
whole.” 

Will Katie Richardson go back 
to Nationals again and break her 
own personal best from last year? 

Check out neccknights.com 
or the knights official Instagram 
page @neccknights to follow up 
on updates that will include Rich- 
ardson, her other track and field 
teammates, other sports and their 
schedules to see where each team 
will be traveling. 

For more information about 
athletics, contact head director 
of athletics Dan Blair at dblair@ 
necc.mass.edu, the assistant of 
athletics Jeff Mejia at jmejia@ 
necc.mass.edu, or the second as- 
sistant director of athletics Mau- 
reen Saliba at msaliba@necc.edu. 


Katelyn Richardson 


Photo by NECC 


Jayme Bates named Women’s Basketball coach 
Sport will return to NECC in fall 2019 


By ELLEN 


SMALL-Davis 
NECC Newsroom 


Northern Essex Com- 
munity College Director 
of Athletics Dan Blair has 
announced Jayme Bates 
has been named head 
coach of the Knights re- 
established women’s bas- 
ketball program. He be- 


gan March 1. 
“T would like to thank 
Athletic Director Dan 


Blair, and Northern Essex 
Community College for 
the opportunity to serve 
as NECC’s new Women’s 
Basketball Coach. I look 
forward to building our 
team from the ground up, 
and can’t wait to get out 
on the recruiting trail this 
spring,” said Bates. 

Prior to joining North- 
ern Essex, Bates had sig- 
nificant junior college 
coaching experience in 
upstate New York. Most 
recently he was the head 
women’s coach at Colum- 


bia Greene Community 
College in Hudson, NY 
from 2016-2018, where 
he built a program from 
the ground up after it had 
been dormant since 2006. 
His record over two sea- 
sons as head coach was 
32-24. 

Prior to his time at 
Columbia Greene, Bates 
spent time as an assistant 
men’s coach at both Hud- 
son Valley Community 
College and Schenectady 
Community College. 

A native of Troy, N.Y., 


he attended Hudson Val- 
ley Community College 
where he served as a stu- 
dent assistant with the 
men’s basketball program. 
When on the staff the team 
secured a 20-10 record. 
“T’m excited to bring 
Jayme on board here at 
NECC. To identify some- 
one with his experience to 
help us in reestablishing 
the women’s basketball 
program at the college, I 
couldn’t be happier. I look 
forward to watching the 
program grow,” said Blair. 


Track and Field Schedule 


The NECC women’s 
basketball program will 
return to the court in the 
fall of 2019 for the first 
time since 2012. 

Prospective students 
interested in the NECC 
women’s basketball pro- 
gram are encouraged to 
complete the NECC Ath- 
letic Recruitment Form 
or contact Coach Bates 
at jbates@necc.mass.edu, 
or the athletic department 
directly at 978-556-3820. 


at Corsair Invitational @ UMass-Dartmouth 


at Regis Spring Classic @ Regis College- Weston, MA 


at Penmen Relays @ Southern NH UNiversity 
at Eric Loeschner Memorial Invite @ Fitchburg State University 


at Yale Springtime Invitational @ Yale 


Photo by NECC 
Jayme Blair 
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By MELANIE PALANCO 
Correspondent 


What’s on your feet? Shoes! 
we all wear them, you can’t 
just walk out your house with- 
out them. 

Oftentimes they are just 
viewed as an object to cover 
your feet, but other times they 
can be seen as a fashion item, 
or the final touches to your out- 
fits. 

Here at Northern Essex we 
have a mix of both. 

Some students like to jazz 
up their style with a nice pair 
of kicks or sneakers, and oth- 
ers just like a simple closed toe 
shoe. Shoes can make or break 
outfits, but it is how you put 
it together that determines the 
outcome. A few students here 
at Northern Essex shared their 
thoughts on their preferences. 


NECC literary magazine publishes creative writing and art 


By Aipan 0’DEA 
Correspondent 


Just for Fun 
Statement shoes 


What we wear on our feet can reflect personal style 


“My favorite piece from 
my closet are my sneakers, to 
be more specific I like Nikeb 
and Adidas,” says Ana Gomez 
a health specialization major 
here at Northern Essex. “The 
reason being is because I am 
always busy doing errands, 
and that causes me to be on my 
feet constantly. I also consider 
them very comfortable, they 
are light and you can be sporty 
with them and also look a bit 
more put together,” says Go- 
mez. 

Janalyn LaRocque a nursing 
student on campus says, “My 
favorite shoes to wear are my 
black and white slip on vans,” 

LaRocque says “ I can wear 
them with ripped jeans for a ca- 
sual look, and I can also wear 


them with leggings for a comfy 
lazy day look.” She enjoys that 
she can switch up the looks. 

Andrew Terrero a liberal 
arts major, has a specific pref- 
erence for what he wears on his 
feet. “So my favorite brand of 
shoe to wear is New Balance 
and specifically the NB 247. 
This sneaker is versatile in 
the best ways, I can wear gym 
clothes with it or I can throw 
on joggers, jeans or chinos 
and it'll boost the overall look 
of the outfit. New balance is 
where it’s at,” says Terrerro. 

Here at Northern Essex stu- 
dents are open to be creative 
and unique with their styles, 
and we are here for it. 


Photo by Name Name 


Andrew Terrero’s favorite pair of shoes. 


Parnassus wants your work 


with Parnassus. 


“Parnassus is always looking 
for the best original work that the 


At N.E.C.C., Parnassus is a 
magazine that exists. Like other 
magazines, this one is made from 
solid thin matter that people can 
touch with their oil filled hands. 
The relationship between reader 
and plastic word pile doesn’t stop 
there. No. Students can actually 
have their art featured in this 
magazine. Stay sane, for answers 
to how and why abound. Para- 
graph complete. 

On the N.E.C.C website it 
states that Parnassus has been 
in publication for 53 years. 
That’s older than any living baby 
on Earth. According to Ellen 
Small-Davis, “Parnassus is a stu- 
dent-run publication consisting 
of short fiction, poems, creative 
nonfiction, and all types of print- 
able art and photography. It’s a 
venue that has existed since 1965 
for creative NECC students to 
share their arts and talents with 
the entire school and beyond.” 
What she wrote rings true as an 
interview conducted with current 
faculty advisor, Patrick Lochelt 
reasserted. 

Despite having a last name 
that Microsoft Word won’t ac- 
knowledge as real, Lochelt is 
an English Professor at NECC 
who oversees the entire Parnas- 
sus operation as its adviser. For 
example; if a student wanted to 
lie on top of all the Parnassus 
computers while wearing a cat 
costume, Lochelt would strongly 
advise not to do it, probably. He 
would also probably advise cre- 
ative students to share their work 


NECC community has to offer. 
NECC has a ton of really cre- 
ative writers and artists, and we 
are proud to showcase their work 
both amongst the NECC cam- 
puses as well as nationally in the 
competitions that we enter each 
year,” he said. “Because these 
competitions score partially on 
quality of content, the staff looks 
to accept only the best of what 
we receive, meaning that, unfor- 
tunately, some students get their 
work rejected each semester, but 
we always encourage everyone 
to continue to submit their work 
or to work on revising pieces that 
may not have gotten through ona 
first time submission.” 

Parnassus will indeed take 
any form of artistic expression, 
except video. Then after shifting 
through those submissions with 
their eyeholes, they select what 
they consider to be the best piec- 
es. Having said that considering 
they have won several awards for 
their finished art amalgams, their 
discernment is irrefutably award 
winning. 

For example if they were to 
come across a paper contain- 
ing inarguable objectivity, -yet 
un-paralleled humor they would 
find it and throw it into the mag- 
azine faster than water onto a 
burning child, not only validating 
the writer’s life choices, but fur- 
thering their career in the written 
arts. 

As Lead Parnassus Designer, 
Susan Stehfest, put it: “...it is a 
great resume/portfolio piece for 
students to be able to say they 


have artwork and writing in a 
multi-award winning college lit- 
erary arts magazine.” Stehfest 
has been the lead designer for the 
magazine for the past 14 years. 
All right, that should be enough 
words to close off a paragraph 
after a quote. 

What isn’t enough is the 
amount of opportunities one has 
to get into Parnassus; if an indi- 
vidual is looking for more than 
one per year. Boom, objectivity. 
The reader was led to believe a 
subjective opinion concerning 
magazine amounts had just been 
portrayed before them, but then 
the semicolon. The semicolon led 
to a statement which completely 
changed the nature of a state- 
ment. If the reader believed go- 
ing through that sentence would 
grant them an opinion then the 
reader’s been fooled. Fooled. 
Fooled. 

When asked how many issues 
of the magazine come out per 
year Stehfest replied, “Only one. 
It was two at one point, but we 
consolidated the two editions/ 
year into one in the hopes that 
we would have more money for 
its publishing and could increase 
the page count as well as make 
it into a full-color piece.” While 
the amount of magazines per 365 
days is disconcerting, those about 
to froth= at the mouth and aban- 
don all humanity should know, 
while the amount of publishing’s 
per year is unchangeable, the 
amount one is able to submit to 
that magazine is not. “We have 
no limit to the amount of submis- 
sions per student or per type of 
genre, but we typically ask that 
students only submit the work 


that they believe is their absolute 
best, overall... ... ultimately we 
choose the best work, regardless 
of genre or style,” says Lochelt. 
The more horses you have in a 
race the more likely you are to 
win. If you own all the horses in 
race, then well you’re not really 
wining anything at the point, but 
the previous point stands. Stu- 
dents should submit all the work 
they believe is grade A, and that 
way they’ll be more likely to be 
accepted. 

With these chosen works Par- 
nassus has gone on to win several 
awards. Don’t believe this sen- 
tence? Well here’s another one, 
but it has quote marks around 
it. That somehow makes it SO 
much more believable. 

“Parnassus,” Northern Essex 
Community College’s student, 
literary magazine, recently re- 
ceived a 2018 Magazine Pace- 
maker Award for literary/art from 
the Associated Collegiate Press, a 
prestigious, national, educational 
nonprofit This is the second time 
“Parnassus” has. received. this 
award... ... The magazine, in its 
53rd year of publication, has re- 
ceived numerous awards over the 
decades.” (Small-Davis.) 

Helping one’s community is 
a known motivation to exist in 
brain thoughts, but what about 
someone who doesn’t care about 
that stuff. Who roles their eyes at 
football teams, and swears at girl 
scouts. The kind of person who’s 
only in it for themselves but can 
write... uh, uh, uh, good. Well 
they’re in luck, as publication in 
Parnassus may lead to individual 
awards. “...to piggyback on the 
question about individual awards, 


the answer is yes. A couple of the 
national competitions we enter 
also ask for nominations for in- 
dividual student work, which I 
usually put forward myself. We 
have had several students win 
national awards in the past years 
for their individual contributions 
as well!” says Lochelt. Unless 
Lochelt lied during his interview, 
where there’s no proof he did, 
this should be all the motivation 
someone needs to throw in their 
share of effort, unless they want 
instant money. 

This marks where the paper is 
done, but it recounts everything 
so... Yeah. 

Parnassus is an earth maga- 
zine, made by carbon people for 
carbon people. It only comes out 
once a year, but there’s no limit 
to individual submission, or sub- 
mission type unless it’s video. 
Submissions must also be artistic 
and well done: like a story or a 
picture of a sexy tree with a fil- 
ter on it. This is the place to get 
rewarded for talent, as well as a 
place to mull over examples of 
all talent. For Parnassus is a mag- | 
azine meant for all people... 


All submissions can be sent 
digitally to Parnassus and all in- 
formation can be found at their 
website here: http://www par- 
nassuslitmag.com/contactinfo. 
html 

They will review submissions 
soon after and contact all of 
those who have been accepted. 

Any questions can be directed 
to faculty advisor Patrick Lo- 
chelt: plochelt@necc.mass.edu 


